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Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56, and in accordance with the practice under 
37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, the Examiner's attention is directed to the documents listed on the enclosed modified Form 
PTO-1449. No inference should be made that the cited references are in fact material, are in fact prior art, or that no 
better art exists. The cited patents are listed in numerical order and are not in any order based on their pertinence. 

The above-identified application was filed after June 30, 2003. Therefore, pursuant to the waiver of the 
requirement under 37 CFR 1.98 (a)(2)(i) as stated in a Pre-OG Notice dated July 1 1, 2003, copies of only the foreign 
patent documents and non-patent literature listed on the enclosed modified Form PTO-1449 are attached. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the United States filing date or 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No certification or fee is required (37 CFR § 1.97(b)). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account 08-1394. 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the Examiner and that a copy of the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such information has been considered. 




Date: 

HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP 
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Telephone: 972-739-8640 
Facsimile: 214-200-0853 




Registration No. 50,826 



R-102713 l.DOC 



Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to Commissioner For Patents, FLO. Box 145CL 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on ^>-3lO—t 



Gavle Conner 



Printed 




0^ ^£%€*^ 



Signature 



In place of 
PTO-1449 
Form 



^STDEPAP 
PATENT AND * 



SJT OF COMMERCE 
\DEMARK OFFICE 



APR 0.1 2005 

INFORMATION Dtf^LOSURE 
STATEI^^^APPLICANT 

(use as mahy^heets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Applicant(s) 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



11/031,904 



January 7, 2005 



Peterman, et al. 



3738 



Unknown 



SHEET 



"OFT 



Attorney Docket Number 



31132.300 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Document Number 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 




A1 


4697582 


10/06/1987 


Williams 




A2 


5092866 


03/03/1992 


Breard, et al. 




A3 


5258031 


11/02/1993 


Salib, et al. 




A4 


5282863 


02/01/1994 


Burton 




A5 


5387213 


02/07/1995 


Breard, et al. 




A6 


5401269 


03/28/1995 


Buttner-Janz, et al. 




A7 


5415661 


05/16/1995 


Holmes 




A8 


5507816 


04/16/1996 


Bullivant 




A9 


5553431 


09/17/1996 


Buttner-Janz 




A10 


5562737 


10/08/1996 


Graf 




A11 


5562738 


10/08/1996 


Boyd, etal. 




A12 


5562660 


10/08/1996 


Grob 




A13 


5672175 


09/30/1997 


Martin 




A14 


5676701 


10/14/1997 


Yuan, et al. 




A15 


5895428 


04/20/1999 


Berry 




A16 


5899941 


05/04/1999 


Nishijima, et al. 




A17 


Re. 36221 


06/01/1999 


Breard, et al. 




A18 


5961516 


10/05/1999 


Graf 




A19 


6039763 


03/21/2000 


Shelokov 




A20 


Re. 36758 


06/27/2000 


Fitz 




A21 


6113637 


09/05/2000 


Gill.et al. 




A22 


6132464 


10/17/2000 


Martin 




A23 


6146421 


11/14/2000 


Gordon, et al. 




A24 


6156067 


12/05/2000 


Bryan, et al. 




A25 


6179875 


01/30/2001 


Strempel 




A26 


6179874 


01/30/2001 


Cauthen 




A27 


6228118 


05/08/2001 


Gordon 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Foreign Patent 
Document 

(Country Code - Number - Kind) 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Translation 

Y/N 




B1 


FR2 676 911 -A1 


12/04/1992 


SOCIETE PSI Societe Civile 


N 




B2 


EP 0 677 277 A2 


10/18/1995 


Moreau, et al. 


N 




B3 


WO 96/00049 


01/04/1996 


FAIRANT, et al. 


Abstract -Y 




B4 


WO 99/53871 


10/28/1999 


CAUTHEN RESEARCH GROUP 


Y 




B5 


WO 01/39678 


06/07/2001 


Graf 


Abstract -Y 




B6 


WO 01/45576 


06/28/2001 


SYNTHES AG CHUR, etal. 


Y 



NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article, title of the item, date, page(s), volume- 
issue number(s), publisher, city/country where published 









l| Examiner 




Date 




|| Signature 




Considered 





in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



R-102712_1.DOC 



Customer No. 000027683 



1, ,r 1 1 i f-iftV 

In place of / U. S. DEPAR^MgNT OF COMMERCE 
PTO-1449 / PATENT AND TP^DEMARK OFFICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEM^M^APPLICANT 

(use as manysHeets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Amplication Numhpr 


11/031 904 


Filing Date 


January 7, 2005 


Applicant(s) 


Peterman, et al. 


Art Unit 


3738 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


SHEET | 2 | OF | 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


31132.300 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Document Number 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 




A28 


6368350 


04/09/2002 


Erickson, et al. 




A29 


6402750 


06/11/2002 


Atkinson, et al. 




A30 


6419703 


07/16/2002 


Fallin, et al. 




A31 


2002/0095154 


07/18/2002 


Atkinson, et al. 




A32 


2002/0123806 


09/05/2002 


Reiley 




A33 


2002/0133155 


09/19/2002 


Ferree 




A34 


2002/0151895 


10/17/2002 


Soboleski, et al. 




A35 


2003/0004572 


01/02/2003 


Goble, etal. 




A36 


2003/0028250 


02/06/2003 


Reiley, et al. 




A37 


6517580 


02/11/2003 


Ramadan, et al. 




A38 


2003/0040797 


02/27/2003 


Fallin, et al. 




A39 


6527804 


03/04/2003 


Gauchet, et al. 




A40 


2003/0055427 


03/20/2003 


Graf 




A41 


6540785 


04/01/2003 


Gill, et al. 




A42 


6540747 


04/01/2003 


Marino 




A43 


6565605 


05/20/2003 


Goble, etal. 




A44 


6565571 


05/20/2003 


Jackowshi, et al. 




A45 


6572653 


06/03/2003 


Simonson 




A46 


6579319 


06/17/2003 


Goble, et al. 




A47 


6582486 


06/24/2003 


Gauchet 




A48 


6582466 


06/24/2003 


Gauchet 




A49 


2003/0139813 


07/24/2003 


Messerli, et al. 




A50 


6610091 


08/26/2003 


Reiley 




A51 


2003/0191532 


10/09/2003 


Goble, et al. 




A52 


2003/0199982 


10/23/2003 


Bryan 




A53 


2003/0199981 


10/23/2003 


Ferree 




A54 


2003/0204260 


10/30/2003 


Ferree 




A55 


2003/0204259 


10/30/2003 


Goble, etal. 




A56 


2003/0233146 


12/18/2003 


Grin berg, et al. 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
initials 


Cite 
No. 


Foreign Patent 
Document 

(Country Code - Number - Kind] 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Translation 

Y/N 




B7 


EP 1 281 361 A1 


02/05/2003 


Lafitt, S.A. 


Y 




B8 


DE 101 35771 A1 


02/20/2003 


Aesculap AG & Co KG 


N 




B9 


WO 03/041618 A2 


05/22/2003 


Louis, et al. 


Abstract -Y 




B10 


WO 03/045262 A2 


06/05/2003 


SPINE NEXT 


Abstract -Y 




























NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article, title of the item, date, page(s), volume- 
issue number(s), publisher, city/country where published 









Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



□ 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



R-102712_1.DOC 



Customer No. 000027683 



In place of U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PTO-1449 PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Form 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


11/031,904 


Filing Date 


January 7, 2005 


Applicant(s) 


Peterman, et al. 


Art Unit 


3738 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


SHEET | 3 | OF | 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


31132.300 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Document Numhpr 


Publication Datp 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Nlamp nf Patpntpp or Annlinant of Citprl Dorumpnt 




A57 


6669729 


12/30/2003 


Chin 




A58 


2004/0002762 


01/01/2004 


Hawkins 




A59 


2004/0002761 


01/01/2004 


Rogers, et al. 




A60 


2004/0006391 


01/08/2004 


Reiley 




A61 


6679915 


01/20/2004 


Cauthen 




A62 


2004/0024462 


02/05/2004 


Ferree, et al. 




A63 


2004/0030391 


02/12/2004 


Ferree 




A64 


2004/0030390 


02/12/2004 


Ferree 




A65 


2004/0049279 


03/11/2004 


Sevrain 




A66 


2004/0049190 


03/11/2004 


Biedermann, et al. 




A67 


2004/0049278 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A68 


2004/0049274 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A69 


2004/0049281 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A70 


2004/0049277 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A71 


2004/0049273 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A72 


2004/0049275 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A73 


2004/0049272 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A74 


2004/0049276 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 




A75 


2004/0049275 


03/11/2004 


Reiley 





















































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Foreign Patent 
Document 

(Country Code - Number - Kind) 


Publication Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Translation 

Y/N 











































































NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article, title of the item, date, page(s), volume- 
issue number(s), publisher, city/country where published 





















1 Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 


i 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

R-102712J.DOC Customer No. 000027683 



